POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

Council of Ministers that he saw himself obliged to relieve
me of the Command of the Central Army, since he needed
to use me as a tactician on the General Staff of the whole
army. Several Ministers told him that in their opinion
this would be dangerous in view of the affection in which
the Madrid populace held me. I heard that the Prime
Minister replied that as Minister of National Defence he
should make use of his officers in whatever way seemed
best to him, and that these had only to obey.

In a telephone conversation which I had with the Prime
Minister he denied that he had given orders for my relief,
but I telephoned to the Civil Governor of Madrid, who
told me that he had these orders in his hands for publi-
cation in the Gazette, but that the Prime Minister had
told him to delay them until further orders. From this it
will be seen that the Prime Minister was working with
caution to avoid a false step in carrying out his plan.

That same evening, I received a telegram from the
Prime Minister, telling me that on the following day
(March ist), at 11 o'clock I should come to his house at
Yuste for a meeting at which General Matallana would
also be present.

It was necessary to hand over the command of the
Central Army during my absence to the officer next
in order of seniority, in this case, Col. Ortega, Head
of the Third Army Corps, a distinguished and militant
member of the Communist Party. I chose not to carry
out this formality, and told the Golonel-in-Chief of my
General Staff that, in a language understood between us,
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